Caring
for your
dog’s ears
Up to 15% of dogs
suffer from ear problems

Inflammation of the external ear canal is called

otitis externa

Allergies are the primary trigger in

75% of cases of
otitis externa

EAR WAX
DIRT AND DEBRIS
INFLAMED
EAR

Chronic ear inflammation

In a healthy ear environment, the production of wax within
the ear canal is intended to catch bacteria and debris, and the
skin cells migrate outward, taking the wax and debris from
deeper parts of the ear to the surface. Over time, chronic ear
inflammation can cause the ear canal to become narrowed from
scar tissue and gland overgrowth, impairing the self-cleaning
mechanism further. In severe cases hearing may be lost, and
surgery may be necessary to relieve the ongoing pain.

Why is it easy for some dogs to maintain healthy ears
while others are affected by lifelong ear disease?

Breed

Water loving

Medical History

Breeds with long, hairy or floppy
ears or narrow ear canals such
as Spaniels, Poodles (including
Cavoodles), Bichon Frise, Bulldogs
and Bull Terriers.

Swimming adds extra
moisture and humidity in
the ear. Hot and humid
weather can promote
bacterial and yeast growth.

Dogs with a history of allergic
skin disease or chronic ear
infections become more likely
to recur due to the changes
in the ear canal from chronic
inflammation.

Otitis externa results from a combination of dog factors and environmental factors.

Factors responsible for ear disease
Primary

Primary factors
are responsible for
starting ear disease.

Skin allergies
Cause up to 75% of all

ear canal.

Middle ear
infections
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recurrent otitis externa.
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Scar tissue &
overgrowth of
glandular tissue in
the ear, hardening of
the cartilage in the
ear canal.

Infections

Under the right
conditions bacteria &
yeast may overpopulate
the ear canal resulting
in infection.
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Fleas, ear mites,
mange and ticks
can initiate the
inflammatory
process in the
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Parasites
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Secondary factors
perpetuate ear disease.

How do I choose an ear cleaner?
The experts recommend when selecting an ear cleaner that
the priority is to ‘do no harm’.

Cleansing
ear cleaners

Drying
ear cleaners

Helps to remove
debris and wax
from the ear canal.

Reduces humidity
and moisture in the
ear canal.

The frequency of ear cleaning varies according to the formulation
of the product, however too frequent use of ear cleaners (more
than every 48 hours) is not recommended as it increases the risk of
the ear canal becoming waterlogged and infected.

Expert recommendation on ear
cleaners for allergic ear disease
Allergies are a primary trigger for up to 75% of otitis
externa cases. Cleaning solutions used in these cases
must be gentle in sensitive ears. Acidic, alcoholbased, astringent solutions and potent ceruminolytics
should be used with care.

Louis has super hairy grandpa ears. I’ve found
PAW Gentle Ear Cleaner is the only nonprescription ear cleaner that gets lots of gunk out.
It can be messy the day after as the gunk keeps
coming out, but it’s better than a vet visit! Louis is
actually blind so his hearing is really impawtent to
him. That’s why PAW Cleaner is part of our routine.
Julie, Pet parent

PAW Gentle Ear Cleaner effectively clears the external ear canal of
excess ear wax and debris, to help maintain a normal ear environment.
It contains:






100% natural ingredients

This unique formulation:
	Softens and dissolves ear wax and debris for easy removal

Flexible applicator for ease of use
Formulated for weekly use

Reduces ear odours

No harsh chemicals or irritants such as alcohol

No sulphate cleaners to be gentle on the ear canal lining


	Includes moisturisers such as hydrolysed oat protein and vitamin
B5 to nourish the ear
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